Distribution of radiolabelled azelaic cid in eye membranes and fluids of rabbits.
A direct cytotoxic effect of azelaic acid on melanocytes of human melanoma has been demonstrated. In view of a possible future therapeutic employment of this drug in the treatment of primary ocular melanoma, we investigated the route of choice of azelaic acid administration in rabbits. Our results evidenced a suden and direct blood absorption of topically (by retrobulbar injection) administered azelaic acid. This is in agreement with the high water solubility of azelaic acid sodium salt. These preliminary reports indicate that the elective route of azelaic administration in primitive eye melanoma is intravenously by continuous infusion.